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That he has yet obtained no formidable assistance from the
enemy is undoubtedly a fortunate circumstance for the British
interests, but the temerity and consequent ill success of his
councils in no degree palliates the offensive nature of an aggres-
sion so unprovoked, and of a violation of faith so public and
undisguised. It is not improbable that he may still expect to
receive a more effectual succour from France; but there is every
reason to hope that any attempt to furnish him with assistance
from that quarter would be frustrated by the vigilance and
superior power of his Majesty's fleets.

It is, however, difficult to ascertain the precise motives which
may stimulate the violence of his temper to action; and his late
embassy to the Isle of France is a sufficient proof that revenge
against the British nation in India is an object which he is
capable of pursuing with more zeal than discretion.

Under such circumstances it is prudent to be prepared to
repel the attack which he has openly menaced; and as our
future security, our reputation, and our honour demand that he
should be reduced to the alternative, either of making such
satisfaction to the allies as they may hereafter require for the
injury which he has committed, or of risking another contest
with the British power, it is advisable to arm for the purpose
of supporting whatever requisition we may deem it necessary to
make to him when our respective preparations shall be suffi-
ciently advanced to enable us to act with effect.

The 10th and 13th articles of treaties of alliance between the
Company, the Nimm, and the Peishwa, provide that" if Tippoo
should molest or attack either of the contracting parties, the
other shall join to punish him, the modes and conditions of
which shall be hereafter settled by the three contracting
parties,"

I desire that you will immediately communicate to Azeem-
ool-Oomrah in a formal manner the accompanying proclamation,
and explain to him the nature of the propositions which it con-
tains ; you will also notify to him the landing of the French
force at Mangalore, and declare to him in my name that I con-
sider the whole transaction as a violation of treaty, aad a direct